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folly to them; would not admit my 3 . 
ing a farewel ſermon in form; I thought 


the end of ſuch a diſcourſe might be as well 
anſwered, by cloſing my miniſtry amongſt 
you with the ſentiments contained in the 
following diſcourſes, as ſupplying ſome of the 
moſt powerful motives and encoutagements | 
to a life of uniform piety and 1618... 1 


\ Your favourable acceptance and earneſt 
deſire determined me to print them, that I 


might leave them with you as a public 
and laſting teſtimony, of my grateful ſenſe 
of that generous and affectionate eſteem and 

e Aa. friendſhip 
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| EY -DEDITWTTON:” 
friendſhip which 1 long experien — 
you 3 and of my Concer, chat you might 5 
ever cultivate that habh nel piety of diſpoſi- 
[ tion, which will animate you to all good- 
' neſs, give the moſt ſolid ſatisfactions in this 
life, and be your beſt preparation for the 
bleſſedneſs of the life to come. That theſe 
diſcourſes alfo in conjunction with the ſer- 
' mons on morning and evening Devotion, 
compleat the delineation of a life of ha- 
bitual piety, made me more ready to grati- 
fy your requelt in printing them; and for 
promoting this temper I join dy. recom- 
mend them to your ſerious Pry and to 
che divine blefling. 
Though the providence of God hath re- 
moved me to à e, and put an end to 
my ſtated labours for promoting your beſt 
Intereſts; death alone will Put an end to 
my concern for your happineſs in time and 
ro eternity. While I was with you, I ho- 
neſtly endeavoared in a diligent ftudy of che 
ſctiptutes, to difcover the whole eee of 
God for your ſalvation. And what 1 thus 
found, I fairly repreſented to you, without 
a ſervile regard to human ſchemes and par- 
ty notions; conſidering myſelf as the diſci- 
172 of * and Mies alone as my maſter in 7 
| 1 * 


DEDICATION: „ 


i and I can do you the juſtice: % 
t eeſtify, that as faithful ſubjects of our com- 
mon Lord, you encoutaged me herein. In 


5 particular, as to the eſſential goodnefs , 
_ - heavenly father, and the extent of his grace 
to us in Chriſt Jeſus, who would bave all men 

to be ſaved; it was my conſtant endeavour 


0 ſet it before you in a light, which might 


diſpoſe all ſinners to repentance, and encou - 


rage every humble and ſerious perſon in 
| working out their ſalvation, and preparing 
| themſelves for an immortality of holineſs and 
| happineſs. And I promiſe myſelf you will 
 frand faſt i in the grace which is in Chrift e- 
fas, rejecting all thoſe notions which would 
obſcure the glory of the divine goodneſs; 

br leave it a doubt to any one in earneſt ſol - 
licitous for his ſalvation, whether God would 
aſſiſt and actept him. And as to practical 
religion, you know with what plainneſs and 
- warmth T have recommended to you a ſin- 
cere and aniverſal conformity of heart and 
tie to the laws of Chriſt; particularly 
warning you of all thoſe vices, which ac- 


cording to the (expreſs declarations of the 


new teſtament, will if, indulged exclude the 
gufty from everlaſting bleſſedneſs. So that 
Would any continue to indulge them to their 

ruin, 


by 
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ruin, 1 ſhall be found guiltleſs of wer 
blood: having alſo endeavoured that my 
own conduct might be conſiſtent . "wy 
Exhortations, 5 

I thank God, and I thank: many 8 you 
my worthy friends, for the ſatisfaction which 
I have received from your piety and good- 
neſs, as well as from your friendſhip to me. 
May you go on improving under the mi- 
niſtry of your worthy paſtor, my ſucceſſor, and 
become perfect in every good diſpoſition and 
work! And as for thoſe with whom I have 
not had all the ſucceſs 1 deſired, .may God 
make his miniſtry more effectual than mine; 
that if poſlible not one ſoul may finally pe- 
riſh, but all rejoice together in the day of 
the Lord Jeſus, that we have not laboured, 
nor you heard and believed in vain! _ 

And now brethren, I commend go to Ged, 
e, to the word of his grace, who is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inberitance | 
among all them who are ſanctißed. May he 
bleſs you, and your pious and judicious paſtor, 


with all ſpiritual | bleſſings in heavenly things 


in Chriſt Jeſus. May you. projper, and be in 
| health, but above all things may your ſouls 


proſper! And though ſeparated for a time, : 
"wn we all meet in N noble aſſembly of juſt 
ſpirits 


$581» 
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Glee made perfect, and be all preſentel at 


laſt faultleſs before the * n 5 


Cod with exceeding joy. 
heſe are great expectations; let us live 


worthy of them. In a few years more this 


. world will be nothing to any of us. And hey 
vho have ſought their happineſs in the things 


of it, with the neglect of religion and im- 
mortality, muſt ſink into deſpair and ever- 


laſting deſtruction. Whereas they who cul- 
tivate a devout, beneficent, and heavenly 
| temper, when they are removed from this 
world will be joined to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, to the ſpirits of the pious 
and good of all ages and countries, conſum- 
mate in holineſs; to God the father and 
judge of all, and fo Feſus the mediator, and © 
ſhall enter upon a divine felicity, which will 
improve upon enjoyment. And after enjoy- | 
ing for thouſands of years a bleſſedneſs, to 
which this world hath nothing comparable, 


5 they ſhall be able with triumph to look for- 


ward to millions of ages, to an eternity of 


improving perfection and felicity, as their 


certain portion and reward. 


May we anſwerably love Oben the Wi 
deemer, who have provided this immenſe fe- 


licity for us, and called us to the glorious 
| baren 


5 „ 


DBE DIEAT TON. 
hope, n e e es e 
attaining it. May we treat with diſdain 

every temptation of the world, which would 
divert us from ſecuring it, and be fedfaf, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, knowing that our labour in the Lord 
cannot be in vain! Then ſhall the remain- - 
der of our days on earth, be happy in the 


5 favour and bleſſing of our heayenly father, 
We and in-that peace which the world cannot 
| give or take away, our dying hours ſerene 


al nad full of hope, and our following eter- 
25 nity bleſſed above all e eee 
1 This will ever be. the prayer, 030 to pro- 
| | mote this deſireable end, as any future op- 
iT portunities ſhall offer, the 1 e N 
= vour bk, 1 dear „ 7 1 6 
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before ne; becanſe be 1 rs at N ties —_ ; 
IF ul not as moved.” | 


$I HESE words expreſs PY fens _ 


9 e ® timents of a truly pious per- 


7Y fon, and in this view I hall 
now conſider them; without 
confining your attention to any. 
TE peculiar reference they might 
bitte to the circumſtances of David, at the 
time of his compoſing this ſacred bymn, . 
to the Meſſab, of whom David was an illu- _ 
ſtrious type, and to whom ſevetal verſes of 
this pſalm are ap a xo in the New Teſtament, 
and evidently be The piety of David, 
and of the M ab a are e e for our imi- 
tation. And it is the duty of al to culti- 

ä Hu Mat habitual — to an W 2 
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God, which 1 is expreſſed i in the tert; and all 
who will acquite the temper ſhall enjoy the 
Happineſs, by the divine promiſe annexed to 


it. I have ſet the Lord always before me; be- 
right-hand 1 7 ſhall not be mov 


n cauſe be is at my 
44% 


« Human life is full of troubles, temp- 


e tations and changes; it is therefore my re- 


2 ſolution to have God perpetually in my 
2 that by his help I may be pre- 
ce ſerved ſafe” and. unſbaken amidſt them 


c view; 


4 all.“ 


* 


That 1 may afliſt | you | in executing this 


reſolution. 


%, Lag 
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8 8 e if the rincipal - . 
of the mind, which this ſetting che Lord 
always before us includes. 


* 


1. Mention the e in \ wich 1 it wil 
be uſeful to $167: Dies God to . 
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2 mo 
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in the courſe of lite... 


: E 25 m, eee . 22 in + which 


: 


©, ſetting the Lord before us will be of con- 


Icderalle ſervice to us. And, 


8 Iv. Repreſent the happy CE of this pi- 
ous courſe of life; becauſe be is at. MY 


Js" 


kr. band I ſpall not be moved. . 


. 


— 


1 = I would. enumerate ſome of the princi- 
37 "i 7 ats Ul the mind, included i in thus . 


lle 
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. „Lord e MW us. A ad it | fo pal es 
am babitual prevailing regard to the divine 
preſence. —Prequent actual thoughts of God 
 occafionally offering themſelves ta the mind, 
and intermingling in the common train, of. 
our affairs—a conflant aim to pleaſe God in all 
our actions, by conforming them to his wWill 
as their prime and perfect rule.—Making 
God the object of our imitation. —Keex ping 
a Heddy eye upon the ways of his providence, _ 
and with a filial rut, and hope, and dependence 
"refering ourſelves to his conduct and bleſſing. 

— And, finally, propoſing as our chief end the 
glory of Goch in our full ſalvation and happi-. | 
BO: 1 
I's Setting "he Lord eaſe e as, im- 
pies an ys ie: regard to the divine preſence.” 
A fixed belief that wherever we are, God is 
with us, Pfal. cxxxix. 1. About our path | and 
our lyii ag down, and acquainted with all our. 


"Ta 


_ ways: - ſo that there is not a thought in our. 


 beart, nor a tword on our tongue but be knoweth: | Y 
it altogether *. 
that the workers of iniquity may hide them # : 4 
| ſelves? So ſolitary and diſmal,” that good 
men find themſelves remote from all ſuccour,* 
heavenly as well as earthly ? There us 
+ barren defarts, in which no human bete 
are to be ſeen, no dwellings of mank in 
vet where we may not eaſily diſcover by 3 


11 


* 


* 
13 
1 * 


Some prockk ſupplied by redſon of the vin SY * 


FY 


a 1 * ewe — 
ence, 7227 in daily 9 &c. ſermon, 1 Lk 
3% 4 SNOB RH Ms "4% 
& * : * 4 e 2 x A bY N 
> * 8 
9 4 _ £ 
2 » 5 1 
113 35 8 | 
, 8 3 
a 8 *« ** „ 2, 
1 a hw # + 
6 ow Fe * * 5 
5s * 5 N 1 
Ker : % — » FE. 4 ; 
5 75 8 Sy, ? * 3 So 3 "y 
- 1 * SE Fe : ky, 85 os 9 
82 A 6 . * TY 463 
6 % x ONS 'Þ * q * 2 1 . 5 RI 8 "6 ; 


* 
4 bY J 
& . 
3 > 
' 5 4s 
OF 5 3 9 
bo A 
Ia 459 
* 


8 


Is there any place ſo ſecre t Be 


* — 

* 1 be 

4 2 
Pl 7 ” 

4 — 5 
% . 

C PH 

1 
* 

[* 

* , 

1 - 

4 N 
© 2M 

* 

* of.” 
7 2 
1 1 
f ne 
* 

— 

- * ry 

: md oh — 

— IF 

> 

. $ 

"x 


aw 


8 1 
! 
> "4 
} * i 
% F bl 2 
8 2 "+ 
a as wo = 4 3 4 . 
* „ 
628 LES 
Foe 2% l . 7 Fa. 
Pa : 
1 Ts "+ 
g 5 2 4 
1 ; . 
AY F EI 4 
= 
PE; : 
x ha >< N 
EF 5 * 
* v 


5 The EE as.” Ser, l 
| daning bebt, the ſpringy air, and various ve- 
getable and animal productions; not only that 
i Bod has been, but is there continually. Whither 
2 ball we go from bis ſpirit, ar whiter flee 
| rom bis preſence? If we aſcend up into bea- 

ven be is there, if we make our bed in badeg 
in the chambers of the dead, behold be is 
there, Alike preſent in the viſible and invi- 
fible worlds, —_ and diſpoſing the dead 
and the living. If we tale the wings of the 
morning, could we be mounted on the morn- 
ing ray in an inſtant, fee to the uttermoſt 
farts of the ſea, and dell there ; even Zhere 
ſhall bis band lead us, and bis right-hand hall 
"bold us. Tf we ſay Jureh tbe larkneſ ſpall 
cover us; even the night fhall be light about 
us. The darkneſs beth not from bim, but 
the night ſhineth as the day ; the darkneſs and 
. the ate are both alike to him. 
The man who ſetteth God before him, 
believeth theſe deſcriptions of the divine om- 
nipreſence to be exactly true; and he hath 
his mind fo frongh, ſo confantly impreſſed 
by this perſuaſion, as to be eſways es 
_ by it, though he does not always expreſsly 
reflect upon it. This belief in reſpect of 
ihe truly good man is like ſome other things, 
which having. a full poſſeſſion of the mind 
and heart, may be unattended to for a time, 
but are never wholly diſregarded ; ſo as to ad- 
mit of a man's acting quite otherwiſe than be 
0 e do, if he had oO things preſent to his 
5 a thoughts, 


"4 „ . * 
5 ; 0 


: Bene 1. he i babituath N 1 4 . 
thoughts. Habitual knowledge and faith 


are never without their influence, when once 


the ſoul is thoroughly enlightened and p 


trated by them. Let me ſtedfaſtly belicvs 5 
this and the other truth, not barely the 


reality but the importance of it alſo, let it 
ſtrike upon my ſoul and awaken and in- 


gage my affections; and it will be impoſ- 


lible for me ſo to forget it, as that my 


deſigns and actions ſhall not even infen- 
ſibly be directed by it. Other things will 
ſometimes unavoidably take up the thoughts 


of the beſt men, there is no helping this 
in their preſent ſituation and circumſtances; 
but by the whole courſe of their behaviour 


you may obſerve, that this is their , 


Thou Lord ſegſt me. Their converſation will 


never bear to be interpreted in ſuch lan- 


guage, as that of the libertines and ungod- 
ly finners repreſented i in the book of Job 


Xxii. 12. I not Gad in the beighth of the bea= 
veng? And bebold the heighth of the flars,, 
how high. they are. Hen doth Gad know? e 
Can be Ja e the dark cloud ? Thick 
Pay are 4 covering to him that be feeth 
t; and be walketh in the circuit of heaven, 


ä _ regarding what is done here below. 


This is not the language of that mans ac- 
tions, who. hath ſet the Lord before him. 
His belief of the divine omnipreſence i is like 
unſcen imparts 8 
| 'Vigorous 5 | 


$ Kere which thou gh 


_ 
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. "The Cre wy Sen Ro” 
: Foods iet and direction to the whole | 
* cCourſe of his life. : 
21. Setting the Lord aye 1 us, 5 | 
notes frequent aftual thoughts of God, occa- 
"= Rt, offering themſelves to the mind, and 
1 intermingling in the common train of our 
affairs. It is the character of the wicked 
th at they forget God, that they have not God E 
mall 7075 thoughts, Pal. I. 22. not willingly, 
nat delightfully ; ; at leaſt, not unleſs they have 
à wrong notion of God, as more merciful than 
holy; and as having a love to them; though 
, they are without love to that which i is good. 
When men ſet up fuch an idol as this in 
their imaginations, inſtead of the true idea 
of God; it is not impoflible that they maß 
leaſe themſelves with it, being their 0 | 
work: and having no frown i in his look, o 
thunder in his hand, to deter them fd 
a free indulgence to their vices. But the 
thoughts of an holy God, infinite in all mo- 
ul perfections, they can by no means en- 
tctertain. God is ligbt *, ſuch a light as men 
of impure minds can no more delight in, 
ttzsan birds of night in the clear ſun-ſhine. 
I This being a deſcription of the wicked, we 
muſt ſuppoſe the contrary true, with regard 
* to all ere and pious minds. Being lovers : 
of God they cannot but love the thoughts 
of God; 123 what they love they will en⸗ 
tertain themſelves with, a8 they _ ve: 6 raed 
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tunity 5 
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e 4 the be babitualy Fu ; 3 
unity and invitation. A thought of God 
in the midſt of their ordinary. buſineſs, will 


not give them any interruption ; it does not 
require much time, nor will it coſt hem 


1 


5 much Y et to turn their minds: towards 


15 thoughts to his throne, 5 ”— . 


* 


of his wiſdom 1 5 Ge and 1 and 
:  ' providential government of the world, ever 
where. And when there are ſuch a m 
ttitude of fair hints to put them in mind of 


God, no truly pious. Perſon can overlook 
them. all. 


The thoughts of God will be his) thaies; 


5 his delight; will help to correct the 
, vanity of his other Thoughts, to prevent 


their wandring beyond proper bounds; and 


to make every object and event inſtructide. 
Cannot the good man ſay in this ſenſe, how 
precious are thy thougbts unto me, O God ! Not 
only thy thoughts of mercy towards me, but 
my thoughts of veneration, love, and confſi- 
dence towards God. How great 15, the Sum 
of them! When 1 awake, Jam fiill with thee, 
My greateſt grief is that they are not more. 
I would, not miſs an occaſion to lift my 
heart to God in warm thoughts, and ſecret * 
* of 12 and N e 


* . * 1 « 4 f 3 S 1 


— 


— — 


-- 


1 0 Criangcret N at 1 5 
It can es be conce' | 
* the loweſt claſs of the truly devout can be 


 .. contented to paſs the day without all ſuch 
occaſional thoughts of God; or that an ha- 
bitual regard to God can be maintained, with- 
out ſome ſuch actual remembrance of bim. 
Actual thoughts of God are neceflary to beget 
chat diſpoſition, in which the very effence of pi - 


ety conſiſts; and not leſs needful to preſerve, 
much more to perfect this good diſpoſition, 
than to produce it at firſt. For all impreſ. 


fions of the Deity which are not thus refreſh- 
dea, partly by ſet and ſolemn thoughts of _ 


God, and partly by thoſe which are more 
tranſient and occaſional, will be gradually 


1 effaced and vaniſh. Nor can the good man "= 
when he begs of God to remember bim, ant 


bis former loving-kindneſſes towards him; be 
ſatisfied to forget God. He conſiders that 


; it would be unreaſonable to defire of God, 


what he will- not practiſe himſelf. When 
the remembrance is not mutual, though 
ſtrictly ſpeaking God does not forget; yet it 


cannot be expected that he ſhould remem- 


ber us in mercy. 


Another patifcular implied in ſetting 
the Tire. ahoays before us, is a conflant aim 


40% pleaſe God in all our actions, by conform- 


them to his will as their ſupreme and 
moſt infallible rule. How ſhall I walk 


e e ww pleaſe God? How avoid of- 
© fending _ 1 can. . ſay that the 


former 


3 that perſons oh 


* — 


2 r walk humbly with bim. What is good in his 


10 ſhewn me what is good and what he requires of 


8 *2 hong: 1. * abit Bur obs. | ©” * 5 


mer of theſe is the thing that 1 moſt 


1 « defire, but the latter that which of all 


«Ky hings 1 moſt dread. And has not God 


« me? To do juſtice, and to love mercy, and o 


e judgment, and -ought therefore to be 9 
in mine; ſince be is never miſtaken. 1 
Pen; 4 not his will always to determine 

Ves, © Lord, I readily own it, 
8 therefore reſolve, that not my own 


* will, not the will of any of my fellow- 
4 creatures, but rhine ſhall be the PN 
_* meaſure' of my conduct. Perhape 


ſuch a way I could pleaſe my fancy beſt, 254 


gratify thoſe inclinations which I find it dif- 


cult to deny. Perhaps, 1 cannot be in fa- 
vour with ſuch and ſuch perſons, or ſucceed 


in ſuch or ſuch a deſign, unleſs I will take 


this courſe. | But let me firſt enquire, whe- 
ther in following this method I ſhall not con- 
tradict my duty to God; for this is the prin-. 


cipal queſtion” with me, and that which 1 
have reſolved ſhall regulate all my reaſonings 


and motions. This one point being ſecured 
that T ſhall not diſpleaſe God, I am then at 

. liberty to act one way or another,” as other 

views ſhalFdire@ me. Nor has God fo con- 
_ fined or reſtrained me by his commands, but 


that I have all the liberty I can juſtly defire. 
I have the liberty to do any thing but Burt 
my ſelf or others. 1 have full freedom to 


5 


* 25 * 
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c Tbe Dae of Sem, 1, 


purſue my true happineſs, to be as good my- 
elf, and to do as much good to others as 

I will, I cannot pleaſe God better than in 

| making uſe of this freedom, in which he 

will give me all needful aſſiſtance and en- 

5 cCouragement. God hath left me free to do 


good, but not to do evil, to make myſelf 


happy but not to ruin myſelf; and I cannot 
| ſurely complain of this as any hardſhip. 
God does not exerciſe his ſovereign autho- 
rity over us by unneceſſary injunctions, and 


ſuch as would render life a burden; nd but 
in the kindeſt, gentleſt, and moſt beneficial 


commands. To- pleaſe him, we have little 
elſe to do, but to follow the dictates of our 


own reaſon, when it is properly enlightened. : 
Let me add; this is a noble, and a wiſe 


 defign to.pleaſe God. Ie is the beſt of be. 


ings, infinitely exalted above all that is called 
good or great ; and therefore to pleaſe him 
muſt be. a laudable ambition, and an in- 


ſtance of the higheſt wiſdom ; becauſe we 


cannot ſincerely aim to pleaſe God, but we - 


hall actually pleaſe him; nor pleaſe God 
but in ſo doing, we ſhall ſecure. our Veppie 


neſs 1 in time and to eternity. 


4. To ſet the Lord always PA 1, is to ; 


make him the object of our aeqlaus imita- 
tion: our pattern after which we endeavour 
to copy in our poor meaſure and degree. 


It is a great advantage to have a perfect mo- 


del or CO to 2 and _ our en- 


2 


deavours | 


S ERM. I. a „le . 3. 1 ps 
deavours. Such a glorious original have all 
other intelligent beings, in that infinite be- 
ing who is at their head. But if angels thoſe 

ſons of light, who dwell before the throne, 
and behold the face of the divine majeſty, i 
may think of reſembling God, and catching 
ſome rays of his perfections, ſo as to form 
| ſomerhing of an image of God on their 
minds; is it for us at this diſtance from 
the regions of bliſs and glory, immerſed 
in fleſh- and ſenſe and ſurrounded with 
vanity and numberleſs temptations — is 
it for us to form any ſuch bold deſign? A 
Yes, mortal men, as well as the immor- 
tal angels, have this pattern-ſet before them; 
and though they muſt fall much ſhorter of 
it than the angels; yet ſhall not their at- 
tempts, if perſevereing be in vain, Be 9e 
perfect, as your father in beaven is perfet; x 
ſäaith the only begotten ſon of God, who is 
the brightneſs of bis father's glory, 5 and the ex. 
preſs image of his perfections: ſo much better 
tban the angels themſelves, as he hath by bern 45 
tance obtained a more excellent name than they. 


And can the ſon of God command us to 1 


do a thing, which it is impoſſible for us to 
perform; or which is performed by none 
of his diſciples? | We cannot think ſo-with- 
out derogating from his wiſdom or ſince- 
rity. We may be perfect according to aur . 
| 9 cn . that is all he requires. We 
lk DS tall 
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| fhall be FY Wes Mi the next Life, _ 
we ſhould be ſtill ap poaching to this Kate _ 
of perfection while we are in this. And 
ye ſhall db it, if we be followers of God as 
der ghilaren, ſetting him always before us; * 
 delineatiog him in our underſtandings by 
the moſt juſt and lovely ideas we can form 
of his moral attributes, his righteouſneſs, | 
ineſs, mercy, | truth and faithfulneſs : 
and from theſe. under his favouring in- 
fluences tracing out the likeneſs: of them 
ew our = that there may be as 

a conformity as poſſible between our go- 
—_— diſpoſition, and ur ideas of moral 
goodneſs and righteouſneſs. And this all 
the genuine diſciples of Jeſiu, all the real 


eon 5 


children of reed They conti- 


nually labour this grand point to 
more Godlike; e eſteeming this a much g 
honour, than it would be to appear in all the 
"I. of earthly majeſty. his latter 

are ſenſible is no other than 
a> .of true - greatneſs, fit only to ing 
weak minds, who penetrate no farther than. 
the outfide of things; whereas a divine re- 
eee ennoblet the _ and makes 


g beat en upon the ways of 


11 


ence, and with a filial tri and 
. referring ourſelves to his conduct, 
W und bleſfing; aro à part of cher 
till. Ne character 


Sf 
7+ 
KM 


ns 


who give up themſeloes to ſenſual 1 


| and walk after their own luſts; that ans. If 
regard not the er uf the Lars, A 


"extraordinary event in the way 1's; 5 
e their attention; for womens 


ſtu diſregard 1 
that ing not imme | 

ect the intereſts and ere this life. 
But this is not the way of the ri * 
who as they believe the 
providence, act conformably to their belief 


_ "ang to do properly 
of the world; what is called chance i re- 


d diſappointed by the unlikely arrival r 
events; z being dependent upon the quan. 
and direction oy 3 Ws 4 are . 


ings. 
ſhould be directed by hints: While: 
| knowledge ſecret things 10 belong to 
ren, not to en into eee v6 counſels - 


8 as "4 
* . * i a. 


\providence in every _ 


1 ** * 3 " bs } 


; . s 7 * } 3 
- : > 200 N NF a 
VET * 2 f 2 : . 
: F : 


F 


i 


. 


According to their creed, chance hath no- 75 wi 1 


* on 
7 
39 
S 
£58 
28 
2 
8 
LOS: - 
A 
Fe 
F 
55 
» % 
wy 
| 


„ „nner ff - Hwang; 1 
of the world, (as far as they are made ac- 
quainted with them) and particularly thoſe 
which fall under their own obſervation, | and 
within the compaſs. of their own time and 
experience. For they have very good rea- 
ſon to think that theſe inſtructions were de- 
ſigned for them, to make them both wiſer 
and better; more eaſy with regard to affairs 
of a publick concern, and thoſe alſo which 
relate more particularly to themſelves. Their 
_ refle&tions upon things may not always go 
very deep, yet are they of great uſe to them; 
there being many inſtructions obvious enough 
to an inquiring mind, an t dene 
their obſer vation. 

Such are God's manner of ordering « or per- 
mitting things in the world, and in the church, 
and the wiſe and good ends intended and 
ſerved by them. Thus he conſiders berefies 
and Auen * to. be wiſely permitted in the 
church; that charity and a. ſtedfaſt ben to 
truth may be exerciſed and manifeſted: per- 
ſecutions permitted, that the ſincere may de 
refined +, approve their love to God, to 
Chriſt and goodneſs, and attain great rewards 
in heaven. Or the follies, unkindneſs, or 
injuſtice of others permitted, that the good 
may be exerciſed, and improved in meekneſs, 
gentleneſs, charity, and a chearful ſubmiſſion 
to God; be quickened in their preparation 
for a tate of perfect goodneſs, and happi- 
we, and increaſe 5 intereſt 1 in it. Theſe 

. . e 
— Cor. . 40. + 1 Pet. i i. 7. . 


— 


5 
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uſeful virtues. „Their truſt in and reſi 


IF Jad * "the | tabitualy a, ng. 
| | appearances, which by the diſaffected to their 
maker and his government, are turned into 
ohbjections againſt his providence; are im- 


8 proved by the truly pious to very different 
purpoſes. They conſider them as calls to the 


practice of particular duties; or as means f 


their advancement in ſeveral neceſſary and 


nation to him become more abſolute, their N 
faith is tried and approved 3: they are taught 


to look off more from ſecond cauſes, and pi- : . 


ouſly. to obſerve” and humbly to adore: the 
firſt. They learn to diſtinguiſh between 
what is buman, and what is divine; that is, 
between the part which man has in events; 
and the management of affairs, whether agree - 
able, or otherwiſe ; and that which is pro- 
pe ly God's: attributing to men no more 
than belongs to them, whether of praiſe or 
” blame, and acknowledging the ſuperior wiſ- 1 
dom, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs of God in 
all. Thus are they leſs moved with thoſe 
ä things, which are the fruits of human folly - 
and frailty, or paſſions, or even malice; be- 
cauſe the divine Providence can 'over-rule 
; them, ſo that they ſhall terminate in advan- 
cing the beſt intereſts of all who love God. * 
To compleat this character, | 
6. They who ſer the Lord 4 05 . 5 
N propoſe as their /aft end, the glory of - + 
"God, ry their final happineſs. and ſalvation. 
"Theſe 108. ally. . but one end, Lin . 
e RE - 


- « * . 4 


„„ . Rom. vii. 8 * 1 


8 fond! foever ſome have been to Tuppoſe them 


ſeparated, that they might have an opportu- 
nity for making the greater ſacrifice to God. 


I is impoſſible that God ſhould be olotified - 


by the damnation of any one ſoul that truly 


does him. It ought not, therefore, to be made 


a teſt of that love, that for God's ſake a 
man is contented to ſuffer everlaſting baniſh- 


ment and deſtruction from his preſence. 


What God cannot enjoin,-or man perform, 
ought not to be ſuppoſed. It anſwers no 


= good end, but may be and often is attended 
with conſequences very bad. It is enough that 


all perſons of real integrity and devotion aim 


at the glory of God, in connection with their 
own happineſs. They can chearfully forego 
any temporal intereſt, and facrifice their eaſe 


or ſafety ; yea, the deareſt delights of life, 


and even life itſelf; if they may hereby pro- 
maote the cauſe of God and religion, and 


give an uſeful example of obedience and 


ſubmiſſion to his will. The whole courſe 


of their actions is animated by this end; 
and the proſpect of future happineſs affords 
them greater pleaſure when they conſider, 
that the glory of God will therein attain 
its utmoſt heighth, and ſhine out like the 

Jian! ſplendor; when the hap- 


utmoſt degree of perfection. The prous man 


can no more be indifferent to the glory of 
God, than the man can be to his- own hap- 


ſun in its meri 
neſs of his creatures ſhall be carried to its 
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. 1 the « bebitualy | Uebe; 7 
. 5 2 Asi in all our actions, therefore, we 


are influenced and governed the genes. | 


ral deſire of happineſs, whether we think 
5 of it, or no; FA] we ſhall be. by. a prevail- 
ing deſire to glorify God,. | x we have ee 


gp bim for our portion. = e 


The rule preſcribed Hog the apoſtle. P 


iy whether wwe eat. of drink, or whatever — 179 85 : 


wwe do, to. do all to the glory Gad. That 


is to conſider how we may moſt advance the. a 


intereſts of virtue and piety in every 


_ which is capable of having an influence Bs 5 th 
_ theſe, And this excellent rule is founded on 


the example of his and our Lord, Wo ne- 
ver ſought bis own glory, but the glory of. bis © 


15 Father who ſent him +. This example, or rule, . 
is followed more or leſs exactly, by every 


| fincere diſciple of Jeſus. Is the general courſe 
of my behaviour ſo ordered as to tend to the 
glory of God, or which is the ſame to the 


credit of religion; ſo as to be fitted to com- 


municate more worthy ſentiments of God, . 
and religion, and more friendly diſpoſitions 


towards them? In acting after this, or 


that manner, ſhall I glorify God? Shall 1 
not diſhonour him? This is the leaſt we 
can do, to be careful that none of our actions 
bave a tendency to make the name of God 


. diſhonoured; and his ways evil ſpoken of. 


And as to many of, our ordinary actions, 
. Ys in their own nature are perfectly in- 

N n different, 
„ * 4 n e ha, 


4 


ict the end we hows in view eee 
the whole ſcope of our lives to- 
„and it muſt plainly look this ws 
TY ſo muſt the more important ations, of 
lle; nor muſt the more common actions of 
3 life 3 any circumſtances attending them, 
Eno which do not ſuit With the dignity, holine! 
ESR and charity of our Chriſtian profeſſion. - 
3 This concludes the irn general, and ex- 
plwhins what is meant 4 
ways before us. I ſhall refer the ſecond to the 
” .  _  _nextdiſcoucſe, wherein you will have a view 


< 


& the\principal relation in which it will be 
_  wkfutta repreſent God to ourſelves through= 
* *- _ _ outthe courſe of our lives. 
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; Ps A L. xvi. 8. I 
©. before me; becauſe be is at 
Il not be moved. 
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'To give you a diſlind view. 


in ſetting the. 
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OTA This was done in the 
EE ceding diſcourſe. 1 am now; 5 


which it will be ulefal to repreſent 
God to ourſelves in the courſe of life. 
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1. We are to ſet the Lord Ae 15 s 
our almigbty creator. and continual. preſerver : 
and benefactor. ' I put theſe together, bes 
cauſe creation without preſervation would 
ſignify little; ſince if the hand that farmed 
us did not upheld us in life, we ſhould im- 
mediately fink again into the duſt. Not any 
one thing we ſee is the work of chance, not 
a fewer or weed that grows upon the earth, 


no, not the ſmalleſt- particle of matter, muc 


: leſs man z whoſe boch in the whole frame of 
it, and in every part, manifeſts admirable 
wiſdom and contrivance, and the nature and 
faculties of whoſe ſou have ſomething in 

them far more admirable, than the moſt 
\ ſurprizing things belonging to his body. If 
we inquire, where is the Lord our maker, we 
cannot be long in finding him. He muſt be 


one of infinite power and wiſdom, or he 


could not have given exiſtence to us, and to 
innumerable. more ſuch beings as we are; 
that is our maker is God; who muſt al⸗ 

ſo be continually preſent with his Works, 


which he continually produces and preſerves. 


And fhall we not remember our creator, Who 
has ſo honourably diſtinguiſped us among 


bis works? How is it that we know any 
. and remember any thing? Is it not 


by his g/? And ſhall we not endeavout 
to know and remember the oiver ? That 
we are rational creatures, capable of 'nobler . 
operations and of a . happineſs * 0 


4 1 — Q * 
8 WWW 1 1 


| he be 'beafts . Py f I ich Ga has | a 5 bis 
- — to ſerve us, we owe to his free good- 
52 5 No, who hath not brought us into being, and 
then left us to ſhift for ourſelves. Alas! : 

the helpleſs infant, caſt out to periſh” by 


| want, or by the next accident, is not in a 
more forlorn condition, than we ſhould be 


on this ſuppoſition. It is true by thoſe 
powers which God has given us, we can 
Loncur to our on preſervation; but with- 
out the concurrence of divine providence; 
all that we could do would avail nothing. 
And who is it preſerves thoſe: very powers of | © | 
action? © Yes, O Lord; thou art Our pre- os 
0 ſerver, as well as our creator; and that, 

_ « notwithſtanding the brittleneſs of our 


frame, and the numberleſs accidents which 


ce ſurround us, we are alive to this day, we 
<« aſcribe to thy gracious viſitations which 


e uphold our life, and to thy kind _—_ 


e tion by which it is guarded.” - | 


Nor does God barely preſerve: our life; ; ä EY 


this he might do, and we be wretched, and 


e rather than be miſerable, better not be at 


all; the goodneſs of God which follows us 
all our days makes life deſirable, fills our 
mouths with good, and our hearts with joy. 
And ſhall we rejoice in our being, and not 
rejoice in God the author of it, and of all 
"thoſe mercies which render it a blefſing? 
To God we are indebted. for any enjoyment - - 
_ _ of WO and of other 'things nd oy 
| e 


(+ 
5 


te. 
| members us on el 7 it that ve 


| Have every fenſe and every faculty intite? Is 


it not becauſe he continues them to us, who 
firſt gave them? Certainly then we ought 
to ive, that we will por irons them in bis 
ſet vice. Is he not our daily benefactor, yea, 
do not we every bour receive ſome favour = 
other at his hand, who. continually - pro- 
duces the bleflings which the earth yields us, 
and favourably ſituates us for enjoying them 
And ſhall we not devote every day, and every 
hour to him, and always live to his praiſe ? 
Since we continually depend upon him ;ſhould 
we not continually ſet him before us, and love 
- and ſerve him with our whole heart? es 
2. We are to ſet ' Febovab always before h 
ws, as our Lord of rightful ſovereign, our 
wiſe and holy governor. There cannot be 
* better title to dominion, than that founded 


in creation and continual. preſervation. . a He 985 
Who made us, hath evidently a right to go- 


vern us, and diſpoſe of us, as Wa, good 


in his fight. And he is not. only of r:ght 


our Lond and Ruler, but in fab. He ex- 

erciſes that right ; which is inherently and un- 
. alienably in him. That he governs the 
world is not leſs evident than that he ma: 
and preſerves it. If he preſerves perſons: and 0 
2 he preſerves them for ſome valuable 
poſes; and fot Whatever PING on £ 


. 


— 


d eg ies creatures Seen e to 4 ; — Us, 


ve natures, that they may anſwer 


5 = uſes to which they are ſeverally * 
ted, is what we mean by the divine govern» 


ment. And how ſhall national beings anſ 
the ends and uſes to which they are adapted, 


without a proper employment of their facul. 


ties; or how emp ploy their f „ 
oughbt, if they have no rules preſcribed them 
for their conduct? Or how can it be ſup- 
| poſed that a wiſe God ſhould preſcribe; rules 


of conduct to his rational creatures, and | 


take no notice whether they obſerve or vis- 
tate them; in order to reward them for the 
one, and puniſh them for the other? And 
in theſe ws, giving laws to mankind and 
other intelligent beings, and encouraging the 
abſervation of them, conſiſts was: we n 
| God's moral government. 
Let us confider, as we are rcaſona 3* beg 
capable of diſtinguiſhing between good 1 
evil, and of doing the one and forbearing 
the other; it ud be abſurd to 3 
that our maker has left us at our liberty, to 


ſt as andy, inclination, or paſſion pro 
Wh Certainly he hath endowed 2 Aren 


0 N . | 


i * 


1 4 
reaſdn And freedom of choice, for 850 bet- 

ter purpoſes than this; that we might attend 
to the diſcoveries which. he hath made f 
his will by the voice of nature or rein 4 25 


- 


— 


creatures upon the whole. And in the mean 
|, While he deals with us, and diſpoſes of us, 
during our ſtate of trial, as ſeems to him et, 
wuhoſe wiſdom is infinite, and from whoſe 5 
. orgy there is no appeal. And in every 
art of his government, and in every dif... 
bpPenſation of his providence he exerts ant 
_ diſ plays thoſe attributes which are the glo- 
PEE 25 his nature; it. being impoſſible that 
5 * ſhould not be the moſt perfect Harmony 2 
between the nature of God and his works. - 
TDl,his is a reflection which we ſhould often 
make. The God, to whoſe government 
u diſpoſal we are perpetually ſubject, is a 
2 — „ moſt wiſe, righteous, and gracious ſovereign. 
1 Ef + 5: - * is holy, and will not therefore adus je 
— bear with thoſe. of his rational, creatures, 
"bor are unholy. He hates ſin, and will 
therefore ſooner or later puniſh it; if it is 
not undone by repentance; ; where. elſe would = 
be bis wiſdom and. juſtice? His juſtice is 
ſupported by almighty power; ſo that if he | 


Wk ly ; The pinipetretationirwhich Sen. 


T 5 ſure as an inviolable rule of behaviour. { The 


dictates of reaſon and the precepts of hol 5 


ſeripture, are the laws of the moſt high God; 
laws ſuited to the holineſs of his own ahn 
and fitted to promote the perfection of ours. 
Theſe laws he hath guarded by proper arty 
tions, and theſe ſanctions he will not fail to fee 
executed, by diſtributing rewards or puniſo- 
ments, agrecably to the behaviour of his 


n men to. Kecount, - the reaſon i 9 


4 


* 


my 


7 


not, that his: cannot 464 ie; 'And if he , WW 
ace his eſſential perfections, and 1 7 


ere the rights of his government de- . 5 1 
And then for the encouragment.« of e 
all humble and upright ſouls we can add, he "4 


mand it. 


is good as well as righteous, merciſul_as well > 
"as holy. 


mildneſs and compaſſion, which the frailty « of - | 


our nature, and the temptations and imper- : 1 


fections attending our ſtate can be e 
to require. He is not an hard maſter, or n 
inexorable judge; but will diftinguiſh b 
'tween the' weak, and the wicked;. between 
the humble, and the proud; between 15 2 
penitent, and the obſtinate and incorrig 1 4 5 = 


His goveroment therefore, though Ry” 
holy is not ſevere, but tem mpered with all the ey 


* 


tranſgreſſor. The ends of government s 1 N 


3 the correction even of thoſe, Who in 
the main behabe in a dutiful manner towards: 
bim; but if he correct he will not deroy 
them. Nay, he therefore Judges them in 
this way now, that he may not- condemn... 
' them with the world, * and never chak NS 
them but in meaſure. Did we 
"pee ns in theſe ſeveral views, 460 our 1 
faul ſovereign, our wiſe, holy, and gracious: 
governor and diſpoſer; it We be. exceed». 


ing uſeful to preſerve us in the way of of 1 


duty, and to inſpire us with ſubmi 
contentment under all the 4iſpenſations | of 
divine providencde. Wn. 


1 nd mene, al relations inwhich S N. II. 
"oh 5 5 iT 3. We chriſtians ould op tbe Lord before 
=Y - 5 - 45 as the God and father. of our. Lord. "40 
E ' Gm and through him more nearly related 
5 to us than to the reſt of the world, who are 
ignorant of a ſaviour, being our God in co- 
-wenant. It is a great advantage this, to be 
able to regard the almighty as ſtandihg in a 
covenant- relation to us. And how does he 
=; but by the revelation of the goſpel? 
This is the covenant which he hath made 
with us, calling us out from the world, that 
ve might be a 2 people to himſe If. ca- 
uus of good works, and not touch any unclean = 
1 = | 85 thing. And upon this condition, he pro- 
„ :.- , eniles that he will be our God, and that we 
ſhall be bis ſons and daughters. - Jeſus: Chriſt 
8 the ſon of God is the mediator of this cove- 
nant. And what a mighty ſatisfaction is i, 
that we can look up to God as eſtabliſhing 
his covenant with us to be our God, an 
to be cvery thing to us, and do every. 3 
for us, with this only condition, that we will 
be to him for a people, and for a praiſe in the 
earth. Promiſes are eſſential. to a covenant, 
and this covenant is not without them, * | 
aber on God's part, or on ours. He Who 
Was abſolutely free and independent, bath 
been pleaſed to bind himſelf to us by ptomiſes: 
. . and is this a ſmall matter? Or having this 
PE 5 P - privilege. of laying hold. of the promiſes of 
Poe . . NVERS + 0. his i e truth _ 
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taken to 


| his promiſe we can no more reaſonably 


doubt, than they could of his making good 11 


his engagements to them. The word off 


God is always gr to _ perſons: alike, in- 8 


variably faithful. 5 


By this covenant we bie every 8 i. = if 7 


5 a7 to us neceſſary for our temporal or 
ſpjritual ſafety, for our bodies or ſouls, for 


time or eternity. And is it ſo, that God 5 


hath taken us into his covenant, that we 

not only belong to his larger family the 
5 fee, but to that more beloved part of it, 
the church? That we are not only ſer- 


8 we are to W b 2 Bp" 
© - "ant | euithifolneſs; ſhall we' make no ofs of „ 
„ it As he undertook: to guide the . e e 
through the wilderneſs, ſo he hath under. 
25 e our guide through this world. 
though not in the ſame vifibl. manner. 4 
"hor he guided by a pillar of fire and of a 
 _ cloud; us he will guide by his word; -his.- + 
providence and his fpirit, 'of which having „ 


gs "4s 6 
>. 3 
3 "af 
2 * 8 8 
* Fey" . 1 7 


„ 


8 warts but children? That befides the Eg = x 


| _ "neſs and mercifulneſs of his nature, we have 
his ſacred and expreſs word of ' promiſe: uporr” 
you to found our” hopes? And neglect- 

ing the conſideration and improvement of 

all this; ſhall we act as if there was no 


ſuch relation ſubſiſting between God ane 


us; and delight no more in the eee 
of God than if there was not? Hath the 
almighty thus ſet us as a ſeal on bis heart, 
5 1 4 N on bis right hand; and ſhall we 

- WA i 5, forget | 
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forget i ff” him debe af l we end 


9 Fs think of God: without terror, if wwe 
could not regard bim, otherwiſe than as an 
offended God, clothed with dreadful majeſ- . 
tp, and armed with power and vengeance, | 
it were another caſe; and we ſhou'd be 
more excuſable in avoiding to think of him. 
But when this moſt glorious being to in- 
gage the hearts, as well as command the 
Feneration of his creatures, repreſents him- 
ſelf in the moſt amiable and indearing man- 
ner, and gives us leave to call him our God 
and father ; no one who hath not his heart 
ſtrangely alienated from God, and conſe- 
quently from all good, will caſt off a re- 
gard to God in the common conduct of 
fe, as the God and father of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and through him our God d 
father in covenant. 15 
4. We ſhould et the Lad Sas t as 
our chief, our ultimate, and everlaſting good. 
He alone can be fo, and we have no reaſon 
to doubt that he will; 
_ rerely chuſe him as ſuch, In vain do we 
| ſet any thing elſe before us as our happi- 
_ - neſs. We might as well worſhip the crea- 
tore, as expect our final felicity from it. 
Creatures. may contribute as frreams towards 
ſatisfying ſome of our lower deſires, and 
ſupplying ſome of our inferior wants; but 
as the creator is the fountain who feeds thoſe 
Krems, "nd —— him they n 8 
| : | - - Ceaſo | 


provided we fin- 


P 


5 


8 1. 


=, „ to run, 9 af 5 no ee . Eo 
ment: So it is immediately from the fountain 

alone, that we can fill the largeſt capacities 

of dur ſouls, and ſatisfy their nobleſt don! PE 
'* fares of: ha ppineſs. Till we return to this "2 
1 fountain, he is one continued wandring I 15 3 9 
_ .... from the way of happineſs, as well as of 3 
Fh. /O Tad, F acknowledge. it 15 . 1 1 


„ 


. to be the great honour of my nature, 


e that no created good is commenſurate to 
it; as it will be my miſery, if this fal- 
ling ſo much ſhort of my end, I do not 
look out for ſome other. The greater 


the happineſs of which thou haſt made 


e me capable, the greater will be my miſe- 3 
TREAT On” through my own fault I miſs this 
« happineſs. And my own fault it muſt . 1 


be, ſince God has ſhown me Where to 
ſeek it, even in himſelf, and Bas pro- 


e miſed that if I ſeek, 3 ſhall certainly | 
3 Kad. 


Here 1 let us PI Gd j is our bor 


ion, all other things without him are but 
ſhadovvs of felicity. And if we ſo eſteem 
them, as we muſt, if we make a right eſti- 
mate of our happineſs; we ſhall not look | 
ſio much to them as to God, we ſhall 5 
. ſue them with leſs ardor, ad: ſeek the "7 os 
vine favour with more. We cannot ſet G 
Before us as our chief good, while our heatts 


ae indifferent to ba, and we have no aſ- 


PROS 1 the j * of his N = f 


= 
| il 
4 
| 


= who. have” the- rvch def vittue and "religion - 

nin them, cannot allow chemſelves in this 
fſtate of indifference. For ſome time indeed 
chrough the incurſion of an uncommon 

tempfation, they may be drawn to ſeek their 
buappineſs elſewhere. But the 1 
aanzot hold long, the ſtate is too unnatufal 
for a pious mind to continue therein zit returns 
do it's reſt lamenting it's folly and bing. - 
that it will not be again ſo ſeduced; What. 
is this tranſitory world to me, or any of it's 
dying enjoyments ? 'Tis not my chief hap- 


pineſs, tis not an efjential part of it. One 


x thing have 1 defired, and that will I ſeek af- 
ter; that I may duell in the houſe of the ' 
Lord for ever ; even in his preſence a- 


bove. That I may aſcend his holy hill, 


and there praiſe him; and enjoy the ema- 
nations of his favour with the adoring mul 
| titudes who are about the throne. And to 


prepare for that bleſſed ſtate ſhall be my 


chief buſineſs, while 1 continue to ſojourn 
here below: That 1 may not when 1 leave 
this \ world be found without the qualificati- 
on for the heavenly blefſedneſs. And . 
detter qualified we are for future happineſs, 
the more happy we ſhall be at preſent; not 
; only as we ſhall reoice in hope of the glo- 


of God , but by virtue of this temper 
itſelf; which is the great foundation of hap 


; bel, and next to Be pen of Gors 
„ | Prin- . 
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ture pray always. And which i is farther to 
be conſidered, by a readineſs:to diſcern ONES. 
embrace the ſpecial ſeaſons for this pious | i i N 
practice, We hall. be better diſpoſed, to it "SY 
in our common converſation. As on 1 — 


we * a time of adverſity and 9 1 


|  -principal part of ik, and without it "indeed | wo 
7 6 8 5 could be no 0 ſuch e "vi 15 8 1 4 


m The | next. [thing propo poſed. was t r. . I 
Rance ſome ſpecial ſeaſons, when ſetting the 4 


7” Lord before us in the manner juſt deſcribed 7120 
will be of great advantage to us. If „ 


N 


ſuch occaſions we are careful to harre 


God in our thoughts, we do in ſome ſenſe 


ſet him always before us; as he who ſteddi-— 7 a 
ly obſerves wage ſet times for prayer TS 
come round, and who prays at any other 5555 5 
time, when prayer may be thought peculi- 
l ſuitable, does in the language of icnp-: 


.other hand, by maintaining a proper regard e 
to God in our ordinary buſineſs and convert. 
ſation, we ſhall be in a better Preparation o . „ 
pay a ſtill more explicit regard to him on 1 - 7 
extraordinary occaſions. I ſhall inſiſt on tbe „ 
following Special ſeaſons for the exerciſe. „ 5 
this duty. When we have opportunities for 5 
thing good — when we meet with aefficulties,, __3 
oppoſition, reproach, and other diſcqurage- ELLE 
comments, in purſuing the dictates of our cun- Fo 155 ” 
— — in the management of . truſts — ER 
when we are taking ſome 9 een, 0 


\ 


= 


WM 32 The . redetion's in es Gund, TY | 
| I in an hour of temptation, and ann W er 
the apprebonſions of death. + . 
I. One ſpecial ſealin when we ſhall find 
5 3t of great .advantage to ſet the Lord before 
u, is as often as providence throws oppor- 
 tunities of doing good in our way. Perhaps 
there may be even a neceſſity of doing this : 
ſometimes. We may feel a difinclination 
to thoſe good offices, which it is in the 
power of our hands to perform; and in- 
ſſttead of welcoming the occafion as a favour 
of providenee, may be willing to find ex- 
cuſes for baulking it. When this is the caſe, 
wee cannot do a better or wiſer thing, than 
41710 revive the thoughts of God; for by this 
mameeans we ſhall find it leſs difficult to con- 
quer our reluctance, and ſhall become a- 
ſhamed of excuſes Which will not ſtand the 
teſt. And poſſibly without taking this me- 
thod, we ſhall find covetouſneſs or fome o- 
5 ther bad diſpoſition too hard for us. Have 
Ian opportunity of being uſeful to the world 
or to the church, to the publick or to ſome. 
Private perſon, by acts of liberality, charity, 
piety or the like; and ſhall I ſuffer them 
do eſcape me? This i is not the return which 
I owe to God for his goodneſs to me. Tis _ 
far from grateful, for I thought thus to rea- 
ſon; that as my goodneſs -extendeth not to 
- God: himſelf, I eught the rather to extend 
N 285 40 . 18182255 et are in 9 7 WY) and 
e %% 


A 


. U. wer are t woe Gop, 11:44 L908 
10 the excellent in whom is bis delight *. Ne e 
it is not. juſt to God, who hath. not J 
ven me wealth, or power, or an other 
js 9 uſe © 

1 pleaſe; but to employ it in the way 7 
Which his providence points to me. If my . 
de, being is not my own, as certainly i „ 


talent, to make no uſe of it, or 


not, much leſs is any thing elſe that 1 


poſſeſs mine. And therefore when I take 


upon me 10 lay it up, or expend it, with. 
out the leave and direction of the ſupreme 


proprietor; I preſume to exerciſe an abſo- a 5 
lute right over what is another's; for the „ 
earth is the Lords and the 75 ulneſs eren te 


world and all that dwell therein +... . 


„ Bhd” beſides the injuſtice. to God, the 7 


preme Lord, in ſuch a conduct, there is a 


defect of juſtice as well as of kindneſs and 


charity towards my. fellow. creatures; who 
as often as they have occaſion for my help, _ 
and it is in my power to aſſiſt them, have _ 

a claim to be relieved by me; being the 
5 e appointed by God to receive ſuch a 
part of the good which he hath depoſited 
in my hands, and 1 can very well ſpare. _ 
Let us think of this when opportunities 8 
| benefiting others preſent themſelves to uus, 


for it is not by chance. God himſelf calls 


upon us, not to bury. or napkin up the ta- 


: g 3 8 


lents which he hath committed to our 5 


8 wut. Us; wer reflect upon. ths we e ſhall . 
e E not 


8 rar a8. 2,3. | + Pa, nave 8 


5 | not frat 1 4 * and e ee e. : 


ſpecially When we farther confider, that with | 


1 Jour facrifices' God is well pleaſed *. 


22. When we meet with difficulty, 3 
tion, and reproach, or any other diſcourage- 

ment, in purſuing the diffates of our con- 
Jeiences + This alſo will be a very proper 
Time” to Jet God before us. It is no uncom- 


mon thing to be oppoſed in that, wherein 


we might juſtly expect the countenance and 
concurrence of every friend to virtue and 
religion; and to be blamed and hardly uſed, 
for what is highly worthy of praiſe, For 


What is more to a perſon's praiſe, what a 
| better argument of a truly great and ho- 


neſt mind, than endeavouring to have a 
right notion of his duty, and then ſtedfaſtlyß 
adhering to it, without regarding the fa- 


vour or diſpleaſure of men? Never betray- 


ing a good cauſe through unmanly, fear or 


vicious ſhame, nor ſacrificing truth to on ? 


ly- wildom, and fincerity, and religion, 
the reputation of them? And one would. 
Think, when a perſon acts ſo brave a part, 
be ſhould at leaft, have all good men like 
bimſelf on his fide. And yet it is not al- 
ways ſo. The world are unjuſt to ſuch a 
erfon from ill will to virtue and religion; 


5 2 good men too often through miſtake, 


or the unperceived influence of paſſion, + 
| 8 . * Ew thall the 
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22 The x in Wade Ai N. . I ll 
wow but by preſenting God to his view; 5 — 
nas a conſtant witneſs to a6: Integrity, ang 
the certain rewarder of it? There is enough 7 
T in this thought, to make hea: deſpite all voce 
undeſerved reproach and ill treatment that 


be may encounter. What though he ne 
_ only labours in vain and ſpends bis flirength 

for nought; but is requited with cenſure 
d ill will, where he deſerved praiſe anß dg 
anks; if he can ſay as the prophet, M 
my judgment is with the Lord, and my real 
with my Godt; he hath abundant reaſon. -_ 
» be. enen wk to bag: out in a cauſe „ 
5 5 . Wen we are -not to e that. „ 5 7 
| muſt - be really con ſgience, not humour me. 1 
- Fiffneſs from which weact; and that we muſt 1 
| have taken care to inform our conſciences in 
- the beſt manner we are able. Otherwiſe. _- | 
whatever we ſuffer in maintaining the part 5 "A 
ve have eſpouſed, it cannot be aſeribed o a2 
rational and religious o conſcience,” and there-._ 6 
fore has little virtuous or res ET 
| e «y dd, I 
5 the diſcharge of any particular of- _ \ ij 
en i, the good management of which |] 
requires great intogiity it will be exceeding 
uſeful to ſer the Lord before us. Our greett 
" "maſter hath given. theſe wo! marks of a; är 
V * 2 good 2 
. 4 5 * air. 45 0 N 5 5 e e 0 
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235 The vin AE. in which 1 Sknm 1. 1. 5 
good fleward, that he is <0:ſe and faithful. : 
| Ibo is that faithful and wiſe ſte ward, bm 
. Lord fall make ruler over bis bouſhold * ? 
Paithfulneſs is an eſſential qualification of 
ſuch a perſon, which made the apoſtle ſay, 
„ 8608 required i in flewards, as a quality which 
cannot be diſpenſed with, that 4 man be 
found faithful . Wiſdom or prudence i is blgh- 
+ bv. e but idelity is abſolutely neciſſa- 
. And the ſame may be applied to other 
5 - Giſt. "Whoever undertakes them is con- 
cCebrned to acquit himſelf in ſuch 'a manner, 
as he would expect from another intruſted 
by or for him; that no occaſion may be 
given for reproaching bim as deficient in 
care or conſcience. And this is the more 
5 neceſſary, as ſo much depends upon gi- 
Vving a good example herein; not only witn 
reſpect to a man's own credit, but that of. 
religion. The prophet Samuel, after having 
long had the affairs of the Mraelites under 
his direction, could ſtand forth before the 
aſſembled people, and ſay like a man of 
unſpotted honeſty, behold here 1am, ft. 
neſi againſt me before the Lord: W, biſe ox 
- have I taken, or whoſe 'aſi? Whom” hat 
' defrauded, wobom have 1 oppreſſed, or of whoſe > 
Land have I received a bribe to blind mine 


any place of trust, whether higher or lo w- 
er, in the: ſtate or in a 1 family, in | 
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des therewith? Thus ſhould every one in 


_worldly, ©. 5 1 by 


Fe ITTA 1. ve are to regard Gov. 


7 ain, or ſpiritual affairs, for mo 
e more, be able to challenge the 


1 2 
4 


ſerutiny into their conduct, making it their - 


ſtudy to preſerve clean bands, 2 a pure 
3 and to be as uſeful in their ſtati⸗ 


* 


And that a man may. anſwer this. pelo 

racter, he cannot do better than to have the 

| | fear of God before his eyes, and frequently 

L d think how he may hope for his approba- 

tion. For if this be what he ſeeks, and he 

docoes not ſo. much dread being. detected by 

an ee doing any thing which is a >. : 

of his truſt, as incurring the diſpleaſure of | 

_ - God; this latter motive will work much 


: more conſtantly and effectually than the o- 5 5 


ther. For tis poſſible if we do not act right; 
we may eſcape diſcovety from men; where- 

|. s from the eye, or juſtice, or power of 

God, we can never withdraw ourſelves. 

44 It will be ua very proper time to ſer 
Bo "the Lord before us, when we are taking any ' 
impaptant ſtep in life. But this with ſome 
_othE inſtances, and the encouragement- to 


11 _ * . in bow muſt be NG. for 
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| % as oper 


—— 


ra 


— 


F 
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e; ſeveral relations, in 
ch it will be uſeful to repreſent God 
ourſelves, in the courſe of our lives. 


* * 


K 


pan . it will then be of great 
ord before us. 11 in all our 
| dee” God, | 
rection and bleſfing, ally wi 


oy 


ing to do n 


thing without theſe; f ch more are we, 
obſerd : this method in. eſigus and 


but as thoſe which 9 © gre 
ent, and 1 to draw vet 


465 bee 9 . wherith. rae. U ; 67 
tile thought of. If we forget God, tis much 
if the affair in the end turn out to our ſa- 

_ tisfaQtion. - We ſhall be very likely to meet 
with a diſappointment in one reſpect or 
other; in being hindered from our purpole, 5 
or which is worſe obtaining the thing we 
aim'd at, but not the advantage and hap- 
pineſs we expected in it. Whereas when 


we aſk. counſel of God, careful always to 


behave as his humble ſupplicants and faith- 
ful ſervants, we are ſure of a i ng BY 
iffue, in one ſenſe or other, as to ourſetves 
at leaſt, and the ſhare we perſonally have in 
the undertaking, the bleſſing of the moſt - 
High ſhall attend us, and the event be that 
which is moſt for our final benefit. Ezre. 
being on his return from Babylon to Jeruſa- 
lem, proclaimed a faſt, that 7 wa might . 
flict themſelves before God, to feek of bim a 
rigbi way for themſelves, and * their little 
ones, and for all their ſubſiance *. And if wwe 
do not ſeek to God to guide us in the 
tight way, tis much if we find it, or con- : 
tinue long in it. | _ 5 
n time of er at Bien, 
thi is duty of ſetting. the Lord before us, is 
more eſpecially in ſeaſon ; anſwering a dou- 
ble end, the correcting thoſe fins and errors 


which x may have brought our affliction up- 


on us, or at leaſt, of which it is the deſign . 
on _ afflietion to Sands 1 in. Sk > Er 1 8 
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tions of things. 7 
_ exerciſeth loving-kindneſs and judgmen 
cearib, and believe that he forms the light and 


ch we are incident in an afflicted condi- - 
If we have a right notion of the . 
"hi Nettes we- cannot think that 
a the troùbles and calamities of life are 
mere caſual things. They who have caſt * 


the fear of the Almighty,” may indeed ſay, 


when. they meet with any evil occurrence; 
that it is their bad fortune, à part of their 


deſtiny. As if the difference between one 


man's condition and another's, or the diver- 


ſuy in the life of the ſame man, 353 
altogether from a blind accidental. ſhuffling 
of events. But all who have a principle df 
rational piety entertain other and truer no- 
They know the Lord who" 
t mm the 


creates darkneſs,” that he makes peace and 


P * creates evil; that be _the Lord doth all theſe 
| things. * And to what end does he appoint | 


diſtreſs: for men, and bring darkneſs upon 
them? It is nor for þis own pleaſure, as if 


he delighted in the miſery of his creatures, 
but for their" proſit, and that a 9 705 be _ 
2 F his holineſs. 7 3 f 


Adverſity is a time for men to 


10 conſider what they have done, and dan 3 


they are to do; what duty they have either 


2 witty omitted, or been too deficient in it; or 
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PAN ene of: 0 nduct wher 
ume time to be more watchful and conſtant © 
cr the future in avoidingevil, and performing 
What is good. What are the duties pecu- 


-Harly belonging to an afflicted ſtate, theſe o 


Jo they are to conſider. Should they not 
heartily endeavour to have their wills entire- 


-"-| 
7% * 
A * 
7 f £ 
* ** 
© 
£ 
s * 
Wt 
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- ly reſigned to the will of God? To have 
à a grateful ſenſe of the mercies of God to 
them, and the gracious intentions of all his 
hy diſpenſations ; that they may be able to 
bleſs God in the moſt dark and afflicted con- 
dition? To love the world leſs, and God 
more; and to become more indifferent to all 
the enjoyments of life, and even to. life itſelf; 
from which evety affliction is intended to 
wean us? Is it not thus that we ought to 
Jet tbe Lord before us, in a time of 
wiſely practiſing all the duties which ſuch a 
ſeaſon demands? By theſe means, affliction 
Itſelf will become only a 6, pleaſant way to 
that perfect happineſs, which is the end of 
our beings, and the aim of all our deſires; 
and not loſing our 
trials of life, We ſhal be: os gainers. by 
5 them. re ets Sb LW wh 
6. An hour of temptation is another ſpe - 
f bil ſeaſon; wherein it will prove of great 
advantage to ſet the Lord before us. Are we 
_ Rrongly tempted, to BO fin, and in danger 
Let us call in the 
This method 


auction; 


atience in the ſeyeral 


* 


of being overcome? 
| thoughts of God to our aid. 
. __ when e Was 5 7 
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aſſaulted, and in it he found ky . 1 5 


How ſhall J db this great wickedneſs, and fm. - 
_ God? So let us reaſon and: expoſ=' 


tulate with ourſelves, when we obſerve our 


hearts leaning to the enemies ſide. Is not 


the action, which I: am perſuaded or inclined - 


to do, ſtrialy forbidden by God ? 


Wil it 


not offend him, and that juſtly? And how 


then can I once entertain the thought of do- 


ing it, how parley with the temptation but 


for a moment; 


gainſt God? 


when if I do it, I all fin a- 
That God whoſe authority | to 


lay upon me what commands he pleaſes, is 


. „ and whoſe goodneſs is no 


leſs conſpicuous in his laws, than his ne 
rity. That God who hath inforced his laws 
with the promiſe of an infinite and everlaſt- 
ing reward to the obedient, and with the 
ſthfeatning of everlaſting deſtruction to all 


. God whoſe omnipreſence renders it 


wilful and impenſtent tranſgreſſors. 


That 
it im 9 0 1 — 


"| 


7 ts. 
* 
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* 


a* 


ble to ſin and not to be known whoſe per- 
ec holineſs and inflexible righteouſneſs, 
leave no hope of | impunity to incorrigible 
offenders; as his almighty power renders it 
vain to think of eſcaping or reſiſting. Shall | 


* venture to offend agaii 


er? and for what? 


k 21 3 e SH PETS 55 ö ; 
* Gen xxxix. TY | 


this God, to a- 
due ſuch goodneſs, and to defie ſuch pow- _ | 
For ſomething that can 

make r me amends for hos loſs of his favour? _ 
Als no; 1 1 oh a man 8 8 
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ly honour, or power, or gain. And what 
= theſe, that I ſhould venture ſo. much for 


Ie to that peace and tranquility of mind, 
wWwhich I facrifice for them at preſent; Pants of 
leſs to the love of God, and all the e 

effects of it; Which 1 run the and of . 

5 loſing for ever, 1 

Would perſons allow chaeadalons dime for: 

DS uch reflections as theſe, all the baits of ſin, 
All its ſpecious promiſes and flattering al- 

lurements would ſignify nothing. — 


g f 1 


maents and terrors, with which the agents of 
TRI Satan are wont to repreſent the ways of re- 
W ſurrounded, in order to frighten - 
maꝗen from them. It is becauſe ſuch. thoughts 
= - ſieldom come into their AR or are not 
5 retained there, that ſo are overcome 
=. Ic temptations. . They. may call their temp- 
5 tations ivuincible if they pleaſe, the better to 
excuſe theinſelves; but before tHis plea will 
prove of any ſervice, they muſt be able ta 
give a reaſon, for neglecting their beſt de- 
fence. Let temptations be very ſtrong, that 
5 will not juſtify a compliance. The known 
ſtrength of the temptation ſets their ſin and 
-_ in a clearer light; who did not turn 


of his grace, and heartily concur with them; 


Bis, Bt: 


-_ 5 ein „ Sex, III. 15 
ing an idle companion, or for a little world- 


them? They are by no means equal in va- 


| would they any more regard the dicourage- | 


their thoughts to God, and implore the aids 5 


woe: * Surly wad 88 would find, that no 
5 ne 0 


— 


Sense III. br ſhould . God." 


_ temptation: had befallen- them, but was MO 1 Y 
mon to man, * and what good men had fre: 
quently de bg e and without: ph. ny deal 1. 


os difficulty. 
Let me add one particular more, 


7. Under the apprebenfions of 3 is ht - 6-07 
very proper time to ſet the Lord before um. 
| = It is indeed natural for thoſe who have lived 
without God to flie to him for ſuccour, 


when they come to die. When they ſes 
that no one elſe can help them, then how= _ 
ever unwillingly they chink of God, and 


implore that mercy, which till now they „ 
have neglected. | Nay, perhaps they do more 
than implore it, they confidently rely upon 
it, deceived by falſe notions of the, dwine 
mercy, or of themſelves; or of the doc - 


trines * the goſpel, and the terms of ſalya- 
tion. But theſe are not the perſons, to 
© whom 1 I am now ſpeaking. Theſe I leave 
to the merey of God, with this Caution; - 


that there nk: be a more dangerous zy- 
periment, than that of a n repen - 


tance; to which therefore no wiſe man will 
wut! in an affair of everlaſting conſequence. 5 


ſuch, as Sone er the Lord before Ale in de 
caurſe of their lives, walking before bim in 


The perſons I have now in. view are 


ruth, and with a perfelt heart. And fore 


"Zing of this character to ſet the Lord be- 
fore them, when death « s; is to take 


. Foe _ finiſh we ll, and die as. * — 
8 „ 


1 17 1 ; * x Ca. X13. 


be 5 4 gs I dender . ook 11. . 
have lived to the glory of his name. This 
Ln ol agreeable to the deſcription given of the ' 
gendine diſciples of Chriſt, by his apoſtle ö 
Paul. Whether we live, ave hive to tbe Lord, 


and whether. we die, we die unto” the Lord; 1 
E . -, whether" . we live or. Os we are The © 
5 . Y Lord's. * „ 5 I H E # 
ee time 0 ho are in thy FOO ah ; 
« the time of my birch, fo the time of my 
+ "6. death; and if that be now come, I hum- 
4 bly ſubmit.” The ftrength of "my bope and 
4 my refuge is in God; in his merey 2 
. « faithfulneſs,” which have been my great 
A * ſupport hitherto, and my Jong in the bouſe © 
* *my. pilgrimage. This is. my ſanctuaryʒß 
from the fear of death, even thy cove- 
* nant-· mercy O Lord, and the example of 
_ «thy well-beloved ſon. In imitation of 
hom 1 would ſay, (not forgetting the 
& diſtance between the maſter and the diſci- 
e ple, and the great difference in the „ 
ing of the words, when applied to the 
4 one and the other,) therefore my beart is 
SY glad, and my glory, that is, my ſoul; which 
* is my nobleſt part, and my een W 
«- interpreter, refoiceth. My fleſh alſo Bal!!! 
e in bope of a glorious and happy reſur- 
erection. For thou wilt not leave my foul !. 
Ec. - oe my life in Hades. © \Thou wilt ſhew mme 
 * the path life. In thy" preſence is fulneſs . 
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my heart and my faith fail too! Metbinks | 
I would not do any thing to 4 the 
Leos cauſe which, 1 have eſpouſed; and there- 
fore not only for my own ſake, but for the 
ſake of that, I would let all who are about 
me ſee, that I have hope in my death, and 
3 my dying teſtimonꝝ to the wiſdom * 
religion: that the righteous. may hear thete- 
of and be glad, and be leſs moved at the 
dhoushu of their own diſſolution. And that 
others may be prevailed with to chuſe the 
May of virtue and kan i the end of 
at to be- peace. I. 12 W * 1 25 1 ha. 
Good Perſons ſhould. rial kon * 3 a 

as behave, in the very 60 manner they are 
able at the concluſion of their days; with an 
intire reſignation, an undiſturbed calmneſs, 
and a chriſtian, fortitude... And for this end 
they ſhould ſummon up all the force and re- 
ſolution of their own minds, as well as im- 
plore aid and conſolation from above. And 
the belt; preparation. to all this, is a. life, not 
good in the main only, but \eminently fox 
e even courſe of piety and On. 
in every part of which the influence of the 
doctrines- precepts and: promiſes of the goſ- 
pal is viſjble. We no more. wonder. to ſee 
ſuch,a life conclude. i in an agreeable: manner, 
wan. den a bright ſummer 8 4 2 to find the 
calt to. behold ae ae 


* 3 #% 
& NA 9 : 
* 
a $25 ) 
4 ; J 4 7 
* 
: 2 
? * 
— 8 X 
4 + * 
{ % 3 
» 2 * 
ö wy 
by a vi 1 4 | ; - 3 
4 k . . \ 1 * Vert 
* * 4 * ; = s LY 
o * 7 7 7 8 © 
2 = 6 ” "208 4 
| / 5 * s i 
* ö Is * 
. f k 
2. — - - — 8 1 $ Fa; 7 — 5 
2 * 
> id . of F 3 F 
— * 2 * 
1 0 EIS ; 5 Fab | 
S 4 34 2 
5 "ARDS. ks * * 
. ” : * 4 
— f a 6 . We 
4 by bis. Bs IX : [5 yo oe” 
: . 8 
2 - Ne 


er more. „ 1 als fart 0 NT gs 


: 


5 


7 ce? 
4 PEA 


; ng 


VET Þ 3m 


7 * 
2 


* 
£ 
N 


> 

20% * 
* 

3 
* 


7 
Ka 


Ko 22 hon } ſignifies, that he is near to us 
when we call upon him, ready to bear our 
34 Proyers,. to anſwer our ruff, and to reward 
21 cur. ke bend by | aith, and accordin 
due tatet that plac I 
HY right hand and on out 
As every way, ſo that no evil van come nigk 
8 us Without his leave. But as the right-hand 
1 . * generally endowed with the greateſt 


frenib and aFivin, and is hte, made 


3 dhe emblem of theſe things; the powerful 
5 Rion of the moſt Figh igh, and the ready 
aſſiſtance which he en to all who feat 
him; are therefore deſeribed by this expreſ- 
DB Dyer oe He is not 
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| 8 __ - God far of, like the vanities 
{ then, thoſe falſe deities, to which they 
_— mur pay divine honours; ſenſeleſs and im 
5 tent, alike ignoran 
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ei right. 4 nd, that is of all who fet-bis 1 
0 fore them, is that they ſhall not be met, 


He 7558. promiſed,, that he will never f 
1 rig btedus 10 be moved, that he will, 
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4 field, the Lord will give grace and glory, - 
20 good i Reed be 40ithbola from them that 
_ walk 'u ighth. +. What « can rationally move © 
Bis ind "who Brlieve t thefe and the like 
+ promiſes" of ſeri pture 7H What really move 


, who is 


im out of poſſeſſion. of true 
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' providence, . lives | 
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all. perceiye and FE a river, or. precipice Fe 
whit the, man ' who will walk with his ey 44 
ſhut ſhall ſlumble,' and fall.and p periſh.” "And | 
It is as general and wiſely eltabfched A law - 
of bis moral providence, that a anne the 
fincerely pious, after an honeſt uſe of their 
natural powers and other advantages, are ſtill 
in want of his favourable influences on their 
minds, or on the mind of” otbers, in order to 
their attaining, what upon the whole would 
be good for i Bike or Foal ing what. would 
prove evil: that God will Aber immedidtely, ly, 
or by his boly pirit or angels, kindly influ- 5 

ene the human mind for bete purpoſes. "phe 
That ich now. riſe to the view of our 
| minds under a. divine direction, conformably = 
to laws eſtabliſhed by the great father of {pi- 
Tits; and that our continuing rational 


crea- 
tores,, and making improvements in know 8 
e depend upon his fated influences, is 
x nt, to, thoſe who. cloſely keffect upon 
whit paſſes within them. Nor can meme: 
be rationally ; accounted for, without the ſup- 
Song of ſych influences. And why e 
be thought : any more vaworthy” of God as 
. 2 moral Sover or, to influence according 0 
| Fettled laws the Minds of men, conſidered. as 
: moral | a ents, and with a View, to their ! im- 
ptovement in goodnels and happineſs?:?? 
To the proofs and inſtances of this parti- | 
cular providence, with which. the ſcri 9 
N l A , low of which? have been mev- 
| Sage cloned, 1 
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mation of "the dodrihie. That atheryile 7 
God wodbid net treat men as being what they 
really, are, chan eable creatures, at 27 7 5 


"oF 5 5 
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Ses, MIL ere nen Gl. pO 
| tioned, let me add this argument in. confir- - 


_ times requiting and deſerving different | treat - 


ment; and frail and 7 Zuorani creatures, ex g 


poſed to evils and temptations which LY 


cannot foreſee, c or turn alide; and therefore, 1 
wanting a) ſuperior conduct. A wiſe gover- ; 


nor will treat his ſubjects as being what bey 
are; and to eſtabliſi and purſue rules of 80. 
vernment IrreſpeZtive of their conduct, an 
unſuitable to their caſes, would be treatin 


them, as what they are not, and to abide is Py” 
ſuch rules would be an "arbitrary obſlinaiy,, Js 

not the conflancy of wiſdom.” How many in ; 
ſtances might be named, wherein mere im 
ptudence, or occaſional inattention, would - 
produce laſting ill conſequences to xerſons of. ; 
real virtue and-plety, render them in a man- 


_. ner uſeleſs to the world, and deprive them 


of the Preſent” fatisfaQtions_ and future re- 
wards of extenſive uſefulneſs. And does. it 


not a appear worthy the wiſe goodneſs. of”: an 


ever preſent God, by bis influence on the : 
mind to prevent this? Eſpecially as it ma 


be done without infringing human liberty, 


1 the will being determined purely by the tight he 
thus infuſed” into the underſtanding; * and 905 


without giving any occafion” for regarding 


25 mete enthuſraftigk impulſes, fince after all we. 
ar to conduct A 5 the "Hr r 0 5 
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of wiſdom, virtue, ay, eng 2 are only | 
affiſted t underſtand, collect, or apply 


the le. _ 
Let if allo be conſidered, that no. 25 can | 
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woul, Me avg in eie Gd may. not 
| effctually anſwer their prayers, by excrting 
; 2 tboughts either in the perſons Rb oh 
5 "others, And if you except the national 
; blefſings and calamities of healthful and fer- 
tile, or fickly and barren ſeaſons; every o- 
- ther good or 2 0 ſuited to 2 probationary 
: tate may be. thus diſpenſed by God, either 
| in, anſwer to prayer, and as 2. reward to pie- 
1 Fand 1 integrity; or as a correction or pu- 
niſhment of irreligion and vice. Yea, the 
greateſt temporal calamity, the e 
may be brought on a nation or kept off from 
It, tolely by a proper influence on the minds 
-of particular EE And even the evils 
iſing from barren ſeaſons, x may. be 1 in. a great 
meaſure prevented by the ſame means, Mg. 
we learn from the hiſtory of foſeph. 
And to cloſe what regſen offers in proof 55 
4 particular providence, and to remove ob- 
jeQons a gainſt it, let it be obſerved ; that it it 
3s 2 known, and fixed conftitution of God's 
, moral government, „that men ſhould be able . 
10 influence each other tor good or hurt. And 
- why may we not as rationally admit, IL. 
tne 


* 4 


3 0 WL. toy regard "SAY * 88 
16 Kriptares declare to; be fact; = the 7 
 minifiry of angels * is one part of the ſcheme 
2 C f 0 ivine. providence ?-, God may therefors | 
in anſwer to our prayers and reward to. piety, 
avert evil. or confer good, as he ſees to be 
proper for ſuch beings as we are on our tri 
A by the miniſtry of angels, acting accord 
ing to eſtabliſhed, general laws... 'This woul 
not be any more à violation ef the gener 
laws of his providence, than when 
men exert in obedience to his comma 
: owers he | th e E 1 doit 
* reventing cv 50 da 
aving anſwered the 1 bas  Þ 
againſt 4.3 doctrine. of a Faces oh provir 2 
. 1 that the mind of the pious.a and, - 
- may receive, all the eſtabliſhment, and came 
fort which, the promiſes of the holy: (ripe | 
tures oy val 5 0 0 ſux ;: let u n . 
conſider the encoun ent given 1 
the oy to thoſe who ſet e bej ore - 
| them, the vey ſaal not be moved, becauſe be is at 
their rig Band. ; This; expreſſion, denotes 
their ſecurity in two teſpects, in reſpec. of 
their temporal intereſts and aſs, and. in 16 
5 of thet, Spiritual, .. a dC 
„ Ma ect of t is tem 8 | 
the affair concerns. of. 27 are upon 
a faſe een | They who.,truſft in t 
Lord, ſays the Plalmiſt, ſhall be as. mount 
Sion. inch N be re | but abideth 


4 . e ſing 1 eee, 
e * 5 preſſion 
to n pax 7. Heb TY tial aur, ** | 
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worſhipped bete. Aud thus ſupporte 4 


1 premon and 
Have raiſed ſome hills and levelled others; j 


of the etern al Kin: 


}F 1 ſence, the” _ pious” Ta ih. Cab 11 out "ard 


ceidents attending this mortal 11 as He 4 
Have enemies, whom he himſelf has 
made ſo; but God being his Almiz ghty nd, 


. ider b Uefa, „ e 1. 
woe exattly true: "Earthquakes | 


but mount Zion being the favourite reſidence 
„ while he had his dwell- 
ing ive there, was ſecured Agalnſt all ſuch de- 
ructive accidents, as was the tem; ple which 
upon it, as Jong as God Was faithfull Z 


2 


mforted, and encompatied by.” "the divige 


St / 


Ct «4 ithout be- 
ng 560 concerned f for ny of the ac 


=_ 4 4 


He hath-no cauſe to apprehend 5 ele of 
their moſt” reſtl fs and inveterate 'm alice 5 


Sink | him, "God 6 can "make his enemies 6h 5 b 


27 peace with him, or deprive .thetn « of theii 
: — or cauſe chat Which the) dec 
Ir evil to produce g good. His body is ſub⸗ 


x Je to hurt, "and ain, and weise, to 


Hckneſs and mortality like the bodies of 0 0- 


TE iber men; and while he is in the world, be 


is expoſed to all the changes of it as other 
men are; but the ſou! that dwells 1 In "his bo 


oy is Arengthened | and animated by. other 
principles, and refreſhed with other and no- 


bler comforts than theirs. And r not being of 
the world in the fame ſenſe that they ate, he 


| is not like them robbed" of his quiet, and 


rendered inconſolable by the moſt adverſe and 
eilamitous events _ life; or hg the * 


; KS 
\ 


bete 11. we i ou yes 60 5 | | ; 
. 5 will be at his 1 land © | 


- when he conflicts with. bis laſt enemy; 5 1 


and having been - bis guide unto death, will. 
, then be the flrength of his heart. and bis por= 
tion for ever, * He 


been that heroic one of the apoſtle 


Paul, who when he knew that bonds and 


afflictions did await him, could yet ſay; 
and none of theſe things move me, neither count 
I my life dear to 25 ſo that I may finiſh my . 
eourſe with joy, This is the main point | 
with every true chriſtian, and this being 


| ſecured he can be eaſy about other matters. 


And ſuch is his happineſs that about this too, 


e is of a temper ſomewhat 


be hath ho juſt ground to be troubled, as 1 


long as he Od faithful to himſelf. Fo ge - 
2. His being unmoved by means of the 
preſence of God with him, imports his ſe- 
| curity in reſpect of his ſpiritual condition, his 
continuing in the, faith grounded and ſettled; 
fo as not to be moved away from the bope of 


rhe goſpel, nor to fall from his Hella. 
neſs; for God is able to make bim and. F 


Hie is faithjul who hath. promiſed, that be 
will nbt ſuffer thoſe who love in, to be tempted 
above what they are able to bear. $ | He will 
Nrengtben and Pepys them, vill heep them © 


From falling, and preſerve them by bis mighty yr 


power through faith unto ſalvation, || While 
„ the: Lord j is 5 their right band, no power of 
TT the 88 0 can 1 over * 1 


1. baadii. 0 xx. 2 t 1 Theſf. 
: 5 1 Cor. | 0 * e 


* ene of winks ; enen ne ur; . ; 5 5 


3 . can challen ge princi pali ties and powers, things 
| preſent and things to come, life or death,” or 
any other creature, to ſeparate them from the = 
oe of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. * 
In ͤ the midſt of dangers and temptations they 
are-in'ſome ſenſe as ſafe and invulnerable, as 
it they were quite out of their reach. For 
while God is on their fide nothing can final-. 
ly hurt them. No wound they receive can 
be mortal. And God will not depart from 
them till they force him. Let them « only 
We keep cloſe to him in the way of their duty, 
fear his threatnings and truſt his promiſes, 
and in well doing depend upon his affiſtance, 

and he will never forſake them. They ſhall | 
go from ſtrength to ſtrength, and inſtead of 
being ſhaken in mind by the aſſaults and 
temptations with which they meet; they 

| ſhall be the more confirmed, and be better 

rooted and grounded in every virtue of the 

chriſtian life. And thus ſhall they continue 

till they paſs into that happy ſlate, where 
they and their condition ſhall be forever the 
| | Hinds, unalterably holy and happy. 
_— + As an application of this ſubjeR, let me 
_—  Zerſuade you my friends to imitate the Plal- 
% miſt ſetting the Lord always before you, as he 
did. It is certainly the wiſeſt courſe we can 
take, the moſt compendious way to happineſs 
of any in the world. Other ways may pro- 
miſe fair, but this alone leads us to the end 
at which we aim. For in | this 1 

8 32333 have 


. 


N Rom. vilt 28. 


Fc . too ſeldom entertain the . of 


. e III. doe e ſhould has Gid. FP 
| have God himſelf for our guide; Ul "while. Le 
under his direction can never go aſtray.” We by 
are ſure of being in the right road, and 
which is farther conſiderable, are ſecure front”: 
meeting any fatal accident: We ſhall want es 
for nothing on the way, that is really con- a; 


venient for us; and ſuffer nothing but what 
will turn out to our great advantage in the 
end. And how pleaſant will it be to travel 
through life in ſuch company? To think 
that God is ever preſent with us! The very 
thought will help to baniſh all fear from our 

minds, and create light in the midſt of dark- 
neſs. The afflictions of life will appear light 


and momentary, we ſhall have double plea- 


ſure in the diſcharge of our duty, and being 


| babitually religious ſhall be conflantly chearful.. . 


Let us therefore reſolve to make religion 


175 our buſineſs, and to manage all our other 
affairs under the influence of it. Where 


ever we are, in whatever company or buſi- 
neſs engaged, ſtill let us call to mind that 
God is with us; and that he will be with us 
in a way of mercy, if we walk before bim 


in all bis commandments blameleſs. The me 


common reaſon of thoſe interrupti 


which chriſtians complain, in the comforts 

and ſupports of religion, is to be found in 
the inequality of their conduct. They are 
not ſo uniformly pious and good as they 
ought to be. They are too prone to ſlide in- _ 


to a ſenſual and worldly temper, in which 
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Oo. res of Foraudd tobe ain 4 eren Ill. 
God: and ben they do, have not 
1 in them, Fn they uſed to give; 

Leet them more conflantly ſet the Lord ere 

them, and they will aud him at their riglt 

band, ſo that they ſhall not be greatly moved, © 

Whatever changes they paſs. through, 1 
temptations they encounter. Their peace 
will be more ſure, and their comforts not. ſo 
liable to fail. 

Let us then my N confideting. 1% 
ae begin and end every day with God in 
ſecret fervent. devotion, prayer and — 
and live all the day long in his fear. Let a 
' prevailing regard A God, his glory, his au- 
| thotity, and his laws, reſtrain us from all 
evil, and powerfully excite us to practiſe 
every thing that is good. Let religion be 
the guide of our lives, and it will be the hab?. 
- nh of them too. It will ſupply us with the 
moſt agreeable, entertainment while we are 
paſſing through the world, and with the beſt 
ſupports when we are leaving it: filling us with 
an humble confidence in our laſt hours, and 
brightening the ſhadows of death with the 
hopes of ſoon - ſeeing and enjoying God in 
perfection, and reteiving from his goodneſs the 
reward of a bleſſed and glorious im mortality. 

May a life of habitual piety prepare us all for 
ſuch a death, and may we all by ſuch 3 
eee 1 ee and ee 0 God. e 
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